$ I have been informed that my former Epiſtle 
was ſo happy as not to provoke your Anger, but, 
on the contrary, to meet with ſome Marks of 
your Approbation, which, conſidering your 
confeſſed Abilities, polite Taſte, and ſprightly 
Wit, 1 have great reaſon to value myſelf from: ſo 1 am in- 
clined to bope that this, my ſecond Eflay in the ſame kind, will 
not meet with a worſe Reception, in as much as it is undertaken 
from the fame Motive, viz. the Deſire of doing my Country 
Wood by. re-calling you to her Service. I would not, Sir, be 
bt 10 flatter, I mean what I ſay; I am, I confeſs no Friend 

to your Party, but I am far from owning Hatred to your Perſon. 


The deſire of appearing conſiderable in the Eyes of one's 
untrymen, the love of Fame, and the impatience of Oppo- 


* 


and which ſoar above the common Gratifications of Senſe, are, 

-” indiſputably, the Cauſes of your preſent Behaviour, and have 

nily cauſed the ſame Conduct in Perſons of diſtinguiſhed 

_ Rank; where the Freedom of their Country and the Nature of its 

"> Conſtitution allowed their Diſpoſitions Scope. And tho I will 

not take upon me to deny, that in ſome Caſes, this ambitious 

Spirit bas ſpurred Men to great and laudable Actions, yet I may 

venture to affirm, that it much oſtener produced unhappy 

Events; by ſowing Diviſion under the Name of Emulation, and 
fomenting Diſputes till Ruin has inſued. 


It is true, that generous and virtuous Minds have ſometimes 
poeen hurried, thro* the impetuoſity of ſuch a Genius, into Things 
dangerous to the Peace of their Country; but then they have al- 
© - © ways tetreated in time. A thouſand Accidents may blind a Man's 
Eyes for a ſmall Space, but a ſteady and unbiaſſed Search after 
Tru will quickly reveal even our own Errors to us, and then 
nothing but Malice, Intereſt, or Meanneſs of Spirit, can poſſibly 
hinder a Man from abandoning his Follies, and entring with re- 
doubled Ardor into the Paths of Virtue and Truth, : 2 
Conduct, whatever t ities may center in the Soul of 
Him who purſues 1 Soil — plunge a Perſon, either liv- 
"ing or dead, into univerſal Diſeſteem, eſpecially among honeſt 
and good Men; who, far from admiring the ſprigntlineſs of — 
Apothegm, or the muſical Cadence of a Period, meaſure Men 
N Merit ſolely by their Actions 3 and not by their Pretences. Who 
" that has read the Greek Hiſtory, can reflect on the Character of 
Alcibiades, without N a Pity mixed with Contempt ? his 
Valour, Eloquence, early knowledge of State Affairs, and other 
happy Talents for forming a truly great Man, incline us to have 
2 a favourable Opinion of him; but the Vices, Fickleneſs and in- 
”  fatiate Deſires which poſſeſſed him, and which rendred even his 
"Succeſſes fatal to Athens, daſh all this, and conſtrain us to own, 
ttt the Foibles of this 2 and ambitious Man, proved de- 
ructive to himſelf moſt juſtly, tho they were the fatal Cauſes 
de the utmoſt Misfortunes to a Republic, which for a long time 
had maintained its Luſtre, in ſpight of all the Attempts which her 
- envious Neighbours made againft her. 30 much more dange- 
rous are inteſtine Feuds than foreign Wars, tho undertaken by 
many and potent Enemies. Faction is almoſt always blind, but 
never more ſo than in this Particular; for tho nothing can ap- 
pear more plainly than the Neceflity of Peace at Home, when 
mere is any Danger from Abroad, yet moſt Hiſtories might be 
da adduced to prove, that in ſuch Conjunctutes the Heats of Parties 


But to come home to the Reaſons which led me to a Belief 
= chat this ſecond Letter of mine might be of ſome Uſe ———— 
” Ac the time I wrote my former, the Politicks of Europe were in 

-— — great Perplexicy ; its greateſt Powers acted as if their Purpoſes 
were not fully determined; and therefore private Men might 
very juſtly 2 an Excuſe for delivering their hes on hat 
Subject. as things have ſince ripened, as the War in 2 
and on the Rhine, ſpeak but too plainly the Probability theke is 
of ſeeing moſt of the European Potentates engaged on one Side 
or other, as Princi or Acceſſaries. As ſuch a State as this 


b ; mult be prejudicial to Commerce, and induce great Danger of 
ſieing that Balance intirely broken which Brivain has been at ſo 


eat Pains to procure and defend; and as, in ſuch 4 Con- 


- ſuffer, without all imaginable Care be uſed to protect them; one 
ke wich araſon expe to have heard thoſe, who called 


Ficion, which are Qualities common in Souls of a ſuperior Nature, 


- JunKture, it is next to Impoſlibility that our Intereſts ſnouſd not 


by the Miniſtry in this Kingdom. But in this caſe, their 
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ſelves Patriots on other Occaſions, at leaſt, ſpeak like Patriots on 
this But theſe Expectations have been vain. 


Inſtead of any Enquiry into the preſent State of Affairs Abroad, 
the Probability or Improbabilicy of ſeeing the preſent Diſputes ad- 
juſted, the Influence which the War now ſubliſting may haye on 


the Intereſts of Great Britain, the Methods = which its ill Con- 


ſequences might in all likelibood be avoided, or the Means 
whereby this jarring, confuſed State of things might once more 
be reduced to Order and Peace; we have for a Gas ſpace ſeen 
an extraordinary Silence maintained. When at length that was 
broken, dark Hints, Sneers, and ſatyric Innuendoes, have been 
the utmoſt that thoſe in the Oppoſition have afforded us on ſo 
critical a Point; the Opportunity of making a Jeſt of the M by 
ſeems to have comforted them for all the Miſchiefs the War has 
already occaſioned, or may hereafter bring to paſs. The furniſh- 
ing a new Topic for Declamation to the Craftſman, compenſates © 
for the _— to which the Public is expoſed. And provided 
the Broils of Europe might be ſo managed as to remove thoſe 
they envy or malign, we want not a Party among us who would 
be as fond of the War, as heretofore they were of a deſtructive 
Peace. This is the fingle Point to which all their Councils tend, 
and if any Means could be found to effect it, that would be 
ſufficient to change the Nature of Things, and to make thoſe 


Means, be they what they would, both righteous and equitable in _ 
their Opinion. - | 


I am far from ſaying, Sir, that you are one of this Number, 
becauſe I cannot believe it: A Man of Honour and Integrity, 
a Man diſintereſted and unaſpiring, a Man whoſe Boſom glows - 
with Affection for his Country, which is the Character you would 
be thought to bear, can never take pleaſure in viewing the Miſ- 
fortunes of the Nation; or, like a Morefields Conjurer, value 
yourſelf on the coming of a Plague, becauſe you had foretold it. 
Had the Suggeſtions of that accompliſhed Politician, the Author 
of Politicks on both Sides, been true, could it have juſtified the 
Conduct of ſome Chiefs in the Oppeſition? Would his Fore- 
ſeeing unlucky Events, give him a reaſonable Cauſe for Tri- 
umph, when they appeared of dangerous Conſequence to the 
public-Safety ? Woul. the Evidence of their ſuperior Wiſdom, 
atone for their Want of common Gratitude and Compaſſion ? Or 
could the Miſeries of Britain, even if brought on her by the Ad- 
miniſtration, exhibit any cauſe of Joy to real Patriots ? Surely 
they would not. Nor can there poſſibly be a more palpable 
Demonſtration of the want of real Sincerity in the preſent Set of - 
pretended Patriots, than their open Exultations on the falling out 
of public Calamities which afford them room to charge an In- 
creaſe of Evils on the Meaſures followed by the Miniſtry. For 
this is ſo glaring a Teſtimony of Malice, Envy, and Ambition, 
that Men muſt ſhut their Eyes who do not diſcern the true Springs 
of thoſe zealous Actions, which they would have paſs upon us as 
the Fruits of public Spirit. An Artifice worn quite thin by con- 
ſtant Practice, and which every Traytor and Conſpirator has 
taken upon him, ſince the Days of the immortal CATALINE, 
as well as Jong before them, | | 


But as ſuch a Conduct as this is not to be ſupported at any 
rate from Reaſon, Religion, or Politicks, even ſuppoſing that 
the preſent unauſpicious Face of Affairs in Europe had been oc- 
fioned, in whole or in part, by the Miſmanagement of thoſe at 
the Helm in Britain, how much more abſurd and unchriſtian 
a thing is it, for Men to upbraid thoſe at the head of Affairs for 
what they had no hand in procuring, could not poſlibly fore- 
ſee, or, if that had been poſſible; could not even then have 
been able to prevent? Is not this acting againſt the Rules of 
Honour, Morality, and Religion? Is it not making Men anſwer- 
able for what falls not within the Sphere of human Ability to 
perform, or to hinder from being performed? Would it be 
more unwiſe, or unjuſt, to impute to them the Miſchiefs done 
by Storms, or the Devaſtations of the late high Winds ? If the 
Minds of the People are eaſily wrought upon, will Men who 
profeſs the Love of their Country, and a zealous Affection 
towards Virtue, make nſe of ſuch Methods as theſe to work upon 
them ? Will they ſtoop to the Drudgery of inventing many 
things, miſrepreſenting more, and ſuppreſſing others? If 
they will, it may be 5 for them to perſuade the Credulous, 
that the War now ſubſiſting was ſome how or other occaſioned 
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eiples muſt be enjoined not to dip into any thing written on 
other ſide of the Queſtion, for fear of meeting with Con viction; 
as I will venture to ſhew you, Sir, they muſt meet with, if they 
ever ſuffer Reaſon to get the better of their Paſſion, and attend 
ever ſo little tro what the moſt authentic Vouchers tell us of 
foreign Affairs. | 


The Malecontents have given us to underſtand, that not rely- 
ing on Appearances, or thoſe groſs Conjectures which are wont to 
ſatisfy the Vulgar, they have ſearched indefatigably into the 
Source of the preſent Commotions in Europe, and have diſcovered 

it to be the want of Capacity and politic al Foreſight in the Mi- 

niſtry at Home. With their leave, I will enter a little alſo into 
the ſame Enquiry: His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty deſiring to ſhew a 
Love of Juſtice and ſtrict Regard to Equity, even in his taking 
up Arms, has in the moſt public manner aſſerted, that the War 
took its Riſe from the Infringements offered to the Poliſh Liber- 
ties, in hindering King Staniſiaus from aſſuming -quieily the 
Crown of that Kingdom. If this be true, How had the Britiſh 
- Miniſtry any thing to do with the Scource of the War? did they 
endeayour to diſturb the Freedom of the Poles? or did this Na- 
tion act any way in concert with his Imperial, or her Czariſh 
Majeſty, on this Occaſion? 1 dare be poſitive, there is no Body 


who either can or will ſay ſhe did. But may be the Motives of 


the French King are to be ſuſpected, and we are to look for the 
Truth in the Anſwers made to them on the Part of the Em- 
peror, Well then, What ſay they? Why truly, that the Bu- 
ſineſs of Poland is a mere Pretence; that France has been, and 
is likely to continue, an inveterate Enemy to the Succeſſion ſettled 
by his Imperial Majeſty ; wherefore after great, tho ſecret Endea- 
vours to ſubvert it, ſhe has laid hold on this Opportunity to over- 
turn it, by entring ſo ſuddenly, and with ſo great Armies, into 
the Dominions of the Emperor. Admit this, In what have the 
Britiſh Miniſtry been to blame ? Have they abetted the Views of 
either Party, or have they not laboured to their utmoſt in order to 
bring about a laſting Peace ? But it has been objected, that the 
Deceaſe of the King of Poland which, on the one Hand, is 
affirmed to have been the Cauſe, and, on the other, to have 
been the Pretence for Hoſtilities being begun, was a Thing not 
hard to have been foreſeen, ſince Auguſtus was a Man in years ; 
and that therefore ſome Expedient ſhould have been thought of, 
for preventing his Deceaſe from intangling thoſe Potentates in 
new Broils, whom, for many Years together, we had been en- 
deavouring to make Friends. How unreaſonable a thing is this ? 
Could we have formed any Project for that Purpoſe, which would 
not have claſhed with the Liberty of Poland? and would not 
that Kingdom, in ſuch an Occaſion, have found ſome Proteſtor? 
What a noble Topic then, would our Interpoſition have afforded 
the Craftſman? with what Deriſion had the Mipiftry been 
treated, on a Meaſure which theſe Gentlemen now repreſent as 
' adviſeable! At this rate, tis impoſſible for the Adminiſtration 
to eſcape Cenſure: if they enter into Engagements with Foreign 
Powers, then they are raſhly fond of Negotiations : If they omit 
medling where they have nothing 10 do, tis Indolence in them, 
and want of Foreſight, 4 


But the truth is, That we have. taken no Meaſures, nor entered 
into noEngagements, which can be prejudicial to us, unleſs thoſe 
who are in the Oppoſition make themſelves be taken Abroad for a 
ſtronger Party than hitherto they have found themſelves at 
Home, and thereby encourage Foreign Powers to inſult us as a 
divided, and conſequently an impotent People ; which, *tis to be 
boped, will never prove the Cafe. Tho we are too ſenſible that 
ſome of the Malecontents are far enough gone in their political 
Frenzy, and far enough loſt to all Senſe of Shame, not to make 

the ſmalleſt Scruple of taking ſuch. a Step: Witneſs a famous 
MEMORIAL referred to lately by the Author of Politicks on 
both Sides, | | ; | 


As to domeſtic Concerns, even the ſharpeſt Eyes among thoſe 
in che Oppoſition, are unable to particularize any Facts which 
may ſupport their general Charge of Corruption on thoſe whom 
they would ſupplant; even you, Sir, who tis agreed on all 
hands, have taken as much Pains on this Head as any of your 
Collegues, have conſtantly failed in point of Proof, as often as you 
have been called upon to produce it. Were things in the State 
which you and your Party bave, for many Years laſt paſt, re- 
preſented them to be in, it would not have lain in the Power of 
the moſt accompliſhed 8tate/man upon Earth to have covered, 
or (to uſe your fav'rite Term) ſcreened every Inſtance of Cor- 


ruption, You have hinted at ſtrange things done in public com- 


nies ; you have examined into the Aﬀairs of thoſe Companies, 
and have either found nothing, or nothing which could be ftrained 
into the leaſt relation to the Miniſiry; you have, every Seſſions 
of the preſent Parliament, threaten'd mighty Derections; but your 


Threats have done no more than detected their Vanity and 


g 
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Weakneſs who threw them out, To ſay there were no Truth 
thoſe Innuendo's which your Party have ſo conſtantly vented, 
to give them a Character too dark for me to name; and to la 


that the Truth lay too deep for them to come at, is to lay al 


Imputation on the molt ſagacious and quick-ſighted Perſons 


the Kingdom, and at the ſame time is paying a Compliment of 


high Nature to the Underſtandings of thoſe. who, by the Grafe 


man, have been over and over proved to have ſcarce common 
Senſe, | 


In this Dilemma what muſt be done: Shall we 
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ſay that the Malecontents want Honeſty, or Parts; in one t 


t'other 'tis yr they are deficient : otherways we had never heard 
ſo much of South-Sea Frauds, Corporation Frauds, and Frauds in 
the N, before they came to be .canvaſſed; or ſo little 
them afterwards. | 3 
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But there is a Point yet behind, on which your Declaimers | 


have exhauſted their whole Fund of Sneer and Ridicule, to dil- 


pel the Apprehenſions of the People: I mean, the Danger of 


bringing in the Pretender. Which, tho it be treated as a mere 
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Chimera, a thing out of every body's Head, by you and your 2 


Aſſociates ,, yet to impartial Men it is apparent, that ſome 


C 


trivances are on foot, at leaſt to excite Diſturbances on that Head 
in his Majeſty's Dominions. In a late Craftſman, the Praftices "* 
of the Papiſts in Britain, and their Conſpiracy in Ireland, are re- 
preſented as little better than miniſterial Forgeries, to fright ons 
Party and awe the other. But with what appearance of Truth can 
this be ſaid? Are not the Papiſts, in a Pamphlet mentioned in 


that very Craftſman, fully proved to have eſtabliſhed here an 
Eccleſiaſtical Furiſdiftion, in defiance of the Laws ? and are the 


not notoriouſly known to employ indefatigable Pains, and alſo 


conſiderable Sums, in making Converts within the Bills of Mor- 
tality only? As to the Iriſh Plot's being a common Tranſaction 


| magnified to ſerve a Turn, which is the Light wherein your 


Party endeayour to place it; give me leave to ask, whether 


levying Money by Authority of a foreign Prince, to be applied 


only to the utterly cutting off and extirpating the Royal Family; — 


be ſo common, ſo trivial, ſo harmleſs a thing, as to be unwor- 
thy of any Notice ? 8 be 


As things therefore are ſituated at preſent, both at home and 


abroad, nothing can poſſibly prove fatal to the public Safety but 
Sedition, and the Diſturbance of the public Peace ; divided Coun- 
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cils, continual Animoſities, and Jealouſies artfully inſtilled of _ 


dangerous Deſigns, concerted by Men in Power, are Means the 


moſt likely to render the Weight of Britain's Interpoſition in- 
conſiderable with foreign Potentates, and to inſpire her Enemies 


with hopes of effecting mighty.Changes with a very ſmall "Force. 


If Men of inſatiate Ambition, and implacable Spirits, of gr 


Boldneſs, and any Capacity, intereſt themſelves in keeping alive. 


old Feuds, and creating every day new Diviſions and DiftinQions ; \. 


if theſe Men have large Fortunes and many Dependants ; if the 
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exert their utmoſt Efforts in favour of Faction, and Oppoſition * 


to the Meaſures taken by their Prince, it cannot be doubted but 
that they will, in time, ſwell the Power of the Malecontents to a 


great Height, perhaps to ſuch a o as may induce all thoſe 


vils I have mentioned. His moſt Sacred Majeſty,. from a juſt - 


Senſe of what theſe Diſputes might in time grow up to, has on 
a late ſolemn Occaſion, and in moſt pathetic Terms, recommended 
Union : Union, which alone can make us formidable to our Neigh- 


- 


bours, and uſeful to ourſelves, which, as Reaſon diftates, ſo Ex- 


pe rience has taught, to be the ſovereign Antidote of all the politi- K 


cal Diſeaſes this Kingdom has ever been ſubſect to. 


| In this ticklich Conjuncture then, if you have really that Zeal . 


for your Country's Service which you have ſo long, ſo loudly, 
and ſo ſteadily boaſted, let us ſee certain and undeniable Proofs 
of it. Inſtead of perplexing public Councils aſſiſt in them ; in- 
ſtead of embaraſſing the Adminiſtration, point out the Means b 

which the Xingdom's Safety may be beſt taken care of; inſtead of 
ſhifting Principles daily, the eaſier and more effectually to croſs 
the Miniſtry, keep up to the true Maxims of Patriots, and pro- 
mote whatever may enefi his Majeſty and his Subjefts, Quit 
the Cabals of levelling Republicans, who would introduce a Form 
of Rule unſuited to the Genius of this Nation; and break off 


your Coyreſpondence with Jacobites, who labour to ſubvert that 


Eſtabliſhment under which alone we can be happy. So ſhall 
you reſtore your Country's Peace, your own Honour, and, if I 


may preſume to add it, ſincere Joy to, 
| SIR, 
© Your very Humble Servant. 
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